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FORKS RIFLE CLUB NEWSLETTER

PO Box 14842

Grand Forks, ND  58208-4842
APRIL 2025
SPRING MEMBERSHIP MEETING - MONDAY, MAY 5, 2025
7:00 PM CDT at the RANGE CLUBHOUSE

Remember to display your membership cards while utilizing the club facilities.

After this newsletter, except for the fall newsletter, which may be included with the Notice of Annual Meeting, no future newsletters will be delivered by US Mail.  First class mail service and printing costs are a significant club expense. So, to save money, paper copies of the newsletter will no longer be mailed to members.  The newsletters will continue to be available on the club website: forksrifleclub.org in January, April, and October.

The Spring Membership Meeting.  The meeting will cover the organization of the summer leagues and updates on club activities and projects.  Members who plan on shooting in the summer leagues should attend this meeting.  This meeting is held in conjunction with the May directors and executive committee meeting. 

Leagues. If you are not taking advantage of the leagues offered by the Forks Rifle Club, you are passing up some great shooting opportunities.  Leagues offer a wide variety of shooting opportunities.  Summer leagues start mid-May and run until early August.  Winter leagues start the first week in January and run through March. As a member, you can try any of the leagues one time without any fee. Not a member, you can participate in a league for $10.00 per time. The scores from the high five weeks are used to determine league standing.  Check out the <forksrifleclub.org> website for more information on the leagues.  Come and check them out!  

Rifle Silhouette. Big game hunters, you are missing out on some great practice during the off-season, if you do not participate in the rifle silhouette league.  Rifle silhouette league is on Monday evenings starting at 6:30 pm.  You likely have all the equipment you need, your deer rifle. Come out and give it a try!  You only fire 20 rounds a week.  Rifles should be .243 to .308 caliber.  Magnums must be loaded down so as not to damage the targets. The targets are full size armor plate silhouettes of chickens, pigs, turkeys and rams sitting on sections of railroad rail.  You get two and a half minutes for each bank of five targets.  The goal is to knock them off the rail regardless of where they are hit.  All shots are taken standing. Seven of the ten weeks all targets are shot at 200 meters (220 yards).  Three of the ten weeks are fired over the full course, with chickens at 200 meters, pigs at 300 meters, turkeys at 385 meters and rams at 500 meters.  A .22 long rifle smallbore rifle silhouette course is set up alongside the high power rifle silhouette course with 1/5th scale targets at 40, 60, 77 and 100 meters. So, bring out that .22 sporter rifle.

Outdoor Handgun.  The outdoor handgun league shoots on Tuesday evenings, with relays at 6:30 and 7:30 pm and on Thursdays at 10:00 am on the 25 yard range of the sighting-in range.  There are conventional bullseye and defensive categories for both rimfire and centerfire handguns.  The course of fire consists of 10 shots slow fire fired in a ten minute time period, two 
5 shot strings of timed fire each shot in a twenty second time period and two 5 shot strings of rapid fire each shot in a ten second time period.  The defensive pistol is fired on an NRA police qualification target, while the conventional is fired on NRA conventional pistol targets. 

High Power Rifle: The high power rifle league shoots on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm on the high power rifle range.  The league consists of the 200 yard stages of the National Match Course, 2 sighters and 20 shots for record fired from the standing position in twenty-two 
minutes.  This is followed by 2 slow fire sighters and two 10-shot rapid fire strings fired from the sitting position. The league can be fired with a match rifle or service rifle.  The club sponsors a postal league that enables shooters to compete with shooters from other clubs in the region. 

As-Issued Vintage Military Rifle League.  The as-issued military rifle league shoots on the high power rifle range on Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm. As-issued military rifles, M1 Garand and bolt action military rifles dating back to the 1890’s are generally permitted.  The course of fire is 35 shots: 5 sighters and 10 shots slow fire prone fired in fifteen minutes, 10 shots rapid fire prone fired in eighty seconds and 10 shots slow fire standing fired in ten minutes.  If you have an old military rifle in the closet or gun safe, bring it out and give it a try.

New Shooting Activity for AR-15-Type Rifles: Do you own an AR-15 style rifle?  Would you be interested in shooting this rifle at ranges of 300 and 600 yards alongside other shooters who are shooting very similar rifles?  If you are a typical member of the Forks Rifle Club, the answer to these two questions is yes!  In order to encourage shooters to fire their AR-style rifles in a fun environment to see what your rifle can do at longer ranges, the Forks Rifle club will be hosting shooting activities this year that you will certainly consider a great time and will help you hone your skills to become a more effective longer-range rifle shooter.

Detailed descriptions of this new and fun shooting event were provided in detail in the Winter 2025 newsletter, which may be found on the club website: forksrifleclub.org.

Our first shooting event using the firearms listed under the AR-tactical description from the Civilian Marksmanship Program will be geared toward shooters who have little or no experience in participating in organized shooting events.  They will have a chance to shoot sighting shots and 20 recorded shots at each distance of 300 and 600 yards. The participants will also have an opportunity to participate in pit operations, learning how to score targets.
The first shooting event to help promote this new shooting activity will be held on Sunday, May 25th at the Forks Rifle Club.  Anyone, beginner through experienced shooters, is invited to come out to the club at 1:00 PM to participate.  Bring your Tactical AR style rifle and at least 50 rounds of ammo, and plan to have a great time.
So, come out and enjoy a shooting event with equipment you likely already have, shooting alongside others shooting very similar equipment, and have fun shooting with your AR-style rifle at targets 300 and 600 yards away.
Hunter Safety Class: The Club will be hosting a North Dakota Game and Fish Department hunter safety class in May 2025.  You need to go to the North Dakota Game and Fish website to register for the class.  The class should be open for enrollment the first week in April. A link is on the Forks Rifle Club website.

Range Volunteers: The Forks Rifle Club has no employees. Except for major construction projects that are contracted out, everything done on the range is done by volunteers.  If you are interested in helping with maintenance contact Mike Knain, Range Officer, at 701-215-3239.  Mike is responsible for coordinating all activities involving grounds, facilities and maintenance equipment at the range.

The Winners for the Winter Matches and the Winter leagues Were: 
Light Rifle Sectional – Rod Gigstad 584-6X
3-Position Sectional – Joseph Martin  1156
3-Position State – Joseph Martin  856
4-Position Sectional – Joseph Martin  795-56X
4-Position State – Joseph Martin  1191-88X
Handgun League: 
Conventional – Ranae Sotvik  1397-23X
Defensive –   Robert Thompson 1466-66X
Light Rifle League: 
Light Rifle – Rod Gigstad  975
Paper Silhouette – Rod Gigstad  92-23R
Target Stands.  Five-foot-tall portable target stands are used in front of the 25 yard backstop when individuals chose to shoot at distances less than 25 yards.  These are five foot stands and should never be used in front of the 100 yard backstop, since they are not tall enough to prevent the bullets from hitting the ground and skipping.  The seven foot tall stands are the only stands which should be used between the sighting-in-range building and the 100 yard backstop.  If you are shooting at 50 yards or less please use the benches in front of the 25 and 50 yard backstops.  Always ensure that your bullets go through the target and directly into the backstop, regardless of the range at which you are shooting.
Mowing: Again, it is our plan to mow on the west side of the north-south range road on Monday mornings between 7:00 and 11:00 am and mow on the east side on Wednesday mornings between 7:00 and 11:00 am. There may be additional mowing times due to weather or match requirements.  It is recommended that you check the calendar on the website for any changes when planning an early morning trip to the range.

Members are reminded that exploding targets, tracer or incendiary ammunition, and fireworks or pyrotechnics of any type are prohibited on the range.  We are in the middle of thousands of acres of CRP and pasture and cannot risk starting a fire.
Rules for the Use of the Heated Shooting Facility: Please remember that over 80 members of the Forks Rifle Club pay an additional fee to utilize the heated shooting facility.  Given that there will be many times when multiple members wish to use this facility at the same time, the following rules are being set to minimize potential conflicts and maximize the safe use of this facility:
1. Always coordinate with anyone else utilizing the sighting-in range facilities before handling and firing any firearms. 

2. When shooting, each shooter is only allowed to occupy one shooting position.  Occupying a shooting position means both when the shooter is actively at the window, or when their equipment is at the window and the shooter is at another physical location away from the window.

3. If you will not be shooting for a period of time greater than 15 minutes (such as reloading, cleaning a firearm, working on a firearm, on a phone call, visiting with others, etc.) please remove your equipment from the firing point so that others will be able to use it.

4. Please inform others when you intend to shoot your firearm to ensure that they are using their hearing protection.

5. Current membership badges must be displayed at all times.

6. All range safety rules in terms of line control and changing of targets must be followed at all times.

7. No member may occupy a firing point for more than two hours if other shooters are waiting to use the facility.

Please see https://forksrifleclub.org/membership/code-of-conduct/ for other club rules to ensure that shooting at the Club is a safe and enjoyable activity.
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