FORKS RIFLE CLUB NEWSLETTER

PO Box 14842

Grand Forks, ND  58208-4842

January 2025
(Check Website Calendar for Weather Cancellations)
Gate Combination Change:  The combination on the gate lock and heated shooting house were changed on January 1, 2025. The new combinations are on the 2025 membership card, which is provided when you join or renew.  If you have lost or discarded your application form that was mailed to you with the annual meeting notice, you can download one from the club website <forksrifleclub.org>.
Curfew: No discharge of firearms is allowed on the range between 10:00 pm and sunrise.  After sunset, firing is permitted only on the illuminated target on the sighting-in-range at 100 yards when the yard light is on the sighting-in-range 25-yard range with the flood lights.  The use of night vision scopes after sunset is restricted to the sighting-in-range 100-yard range.   
Display Your Membership Card: Members are reminded to display their membership cards when utilizing the club facilities.  Cards do not need to be displayed when participating in organized matches and leagues, as these are open to the public and are under the direction of designated club personnel.  Card holders and lanyards are available from the club officers, or you can provide your own.  
Guests:  Guests are welcome and may observe but not fire a firearm. If you have friends or family from a hundred miles or more outside of the area who wish to shoot on the range, temporary 15-day (consecutive) memberships are available for $15.00. Just contact one of the officers or e-mail the club at <info@forksrifleclub.org>. An application form can be downloaded from the club website. Temporary members must be accompanied by a member whenever they are on the range.  Individuals living within 100 miles of the range are expected to maintain a membership if they want to utilize the range facilities other than participating in leagues or matches.
Heated Shooting House:  Only individuals who have paid the $45.00 fee for the calendar year may utilize the heated shooting house, including the lighted target on the 100-yard sighting-in-range backstop.  Individuals using the heated shooting house are reminded to ensure that the windows are closed, lights are off, and the door is latched when you finish using the facility.  To accommodate families utilizing the facility, a $25.00 annual fee has been established for spouses to utilize the shooting house.  There is no charge for juniors under 18 years of age, however, they must be accompanied by a parent with access.

Club Officers:  The club officers and a director were elected at the November annual meeting.  Officers are: Dennis Coulter, President; Kevin Fire, Executive Officer; Tom Reiten, Secretary-Treasurer; Becky Martin, Chief Instructor; Mike Knain, Range Officer. Directors are Rick Kraft, Marcus Moeglein and Fred Martinez.

Match Winners: The sniper team of Craig Dockter and Jason Dockter won the winter vintage sniper rifle match held on December 7, 2024, with a score of 36 out of 40.  Tom Thompson won the NRA approved 4-Position indoor match held on December 14, 2024, with a score of 772-39X out of 800.
Winter Leagues:  Light rifle league will start on Sunday, January 5th at 1:00pm and on Monday, January 6th at 6:30 pm.  The 4-Position rifle league starts on January 8th at 6:30 pm. The indoor handgun league will start on Friday, January 3rd with relays at 10:00am and at 6:30, 7:30 and 8:30 pm. Winter indoor leagues generally run 
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through March.  Since league standings are determined by the high five scores fired, there is plenty of time to join a league.  Members can try any of the leagues one time for FREE.  Due to a full schedule, the indoor range is limited to leagues and matches.
Light Rifle League:  If you have a .22 sporter rifle, get it out and join the winter light rifle league.  The targets are the NRA light rifle target which has one sighting and five record bullseye and a paper silhouette target with five chicken, five pig, five turkey and five ram silhouettes.  The twenty shots for record are fired from the standing position in a thirty-minute time period.  The rifles are single loaded and may not weigh more than eight and a half pounds with sights.  The trigger pull cannot be less than two pounds.  Only .22 caliber short, long or long rifle ammunition is allowed.  It is great practice and keeps that edge for next summer.

Indoor Handgun League:  We have a lot of handgun shooters in the club.  Unfortunately, the club does not have an indoor range capable of handling centerfire handguns.  However, we do have an indoor handgun league where you can shoot .22 long rifle caliber handguns.  The league consists of both NRA conventional handgun fired on bullseye targets and defensive handgun fired on a police qualification silhouette. There are two benefits to shooting a .22 rimfire.  The first is cost, and the second is it is easier to concentrate on your marksmanship skills without the recoil of the centerfire handgun. 
Junior Marksmanship Program:  The junior marksmanship program utilizes the indoor range facilities on Tuesday and Thursday nights 6:00 to 8:00 pm. It provides the young shooter with the basic skills to eventually compete in junior and senior smallbore rifle competitions.  It is open to young shooters through twenty years of age.  Thanks to Friends of NRA Foundation grants, the club has all the equipment needed to advance in precision smallbore rifle.  Once juniors master the basic skills, they participate in the 4-Positon rifle league and smallbore matches. For information, contact Becky Martin at 218-779-9954.

 Hunter Safety Class:  The Club will be hosting a North Dakota Game and Fish Department hunter safety class in May 2025.  You need to go to the North Dakota Game and Fish website to register for the class.  A link is on the Forks Rifle Club website.

Range Volunteers:  The Forks Rifle Club has no employees.  With the exception of major construction projects that are contracted out, everything done on the range is done by volunteers.     If you are interested in helping with maintenance contact Mike Knain, Range Officer, at 701-215-3239.  Mike is responsible for coordinating all activities involving grounds, facilities and maintenance equipment at the range.

New Shooting Activity for AR-15-Type Rifles: Do you own an AR-15 style rifle?  Would you be interested in shooting this rifle at ranges of 300 and 600 yards alongside other shooters who are shooting very similar rifles?  If you are a typical member of the Forks Rifle Club, the answer to these two questions is yes!  In order to encourage shooters to fire their AR-style rifles in a fun environment to see what your rifle can do at longer ranges, the Forks Rifle club will be hosting shooting activities this year that you will certainly consider a great time and will help you hone your skills to become a more effective longer-range rifle shooter.
The National Rifle Association is currently promoting a new shooting event where the equipment is already owned by the vast majority of recreational shooters in the US. This is termed the NRA Mid-Range (Prone) Tactical Rifle (AR) program. From the NRA 2024 Highpower Rifle Rulebook, Chapter 23:
“Conceptually, this new NRA Mid-Range (Prone) Tactical Rifle (AR) program will be designed to provide civilian, military, and police shooters with an opportunity to shoot NRA Mid-Range Prone competition along-side of other Mid-Range Prone shooters in matches using semi-automatic rifles built on an “AR-Platform” and equipment generally thought of as being “tactical” in design and use. These rifles will be configured so as to 
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replicate as closely as possible the tactical rifles (semi-automatic) and equipment used by the United States Military and America’s Law Enforcement Community in “mid-range” tactical applications.”
“These semi-automatic rifles will be more “off the rack” or “stock” than “competition” in nature. They will be more of a “tactical design” than “match design” and therefore less expensive than the vast majority of mid-range prone rifles currently in use. These rifles will be of the “AR-Platform” variety, semi-automatic, chambered in two classes, (1) those in caliber from 223/5.56mm and (2) those chambered larger than .223/5.56mm up to and including .308 cal./7.62mm. The courses of fire will be the same courses of fire currently used for other NRA Mid-Range (Prone) High Power Competition (300 & 600 yards) and are designed to be fired concurrently with other forms of Mid-Range competition. The targets will be the same targets that are used for Service Rifle, Match Rifle and Palma Rifle Mid-Range Prone competition.

“Mid-range telescopic sights will be allowed, but not required. Because this is prone competition, shooters may use tactical front rests such as Harris-type bipods and limited rear rests of the type one might find used in military or police tactical situations. This new style of competition is designed to be more “tactical” in spirit and for that reason equipment normally found in other types of High Power Rifle Competition such as Match Rifle, Palma Rifle and F-Class Rifle will not be permitted. In order to understand the spirit of this new sport one might think of this sport as “prone Service Rifle with a bipod and a scope”. This IS NOT designed as another version of F-Class competition.” 
The equipment for this shooting event includes: “Any semi-automatic rifle constructed on an “AR-Style Platform chambered in either (1) 5.56mm/.223 or chambered larger than .223/5.56 up to and including .308 cal/7.62mm similar in outward appearance to the “Service Rifle”, equipped with the standard 10-,20-,or 30- round box magazine, having not less than 4 ½ pound trigger pull, with standard type “tactical” stock (Military or Police); barrel length not to exceed 20”; total weight of the rifle including one empty magazine, bipod and/or sling, if any, and sighting system (scope) may not exceed 14 pounds.” Stocks must be of the type and design commonly issued to and/or used by U.S. Military or U.S. Police; may be straight (solid), folding, or collapsible, competitive style stocks such as those commonly found on Match Rifles, Palma Rifles, and F-Class Rifles are prohibited. Tactical stocks with an adjustable cheek piece and/or an adjustable butt plate are permitted. Tactical rail and/or equipment attachment system are permitted. Tactical adjustable stocks fitted with rear monopods are permitted but the rear monopod may not be used for support. Sights- Telescopic sights, either fixed or variable, not to exceed 16x (CMP rules) magnification. Standard metallic, holographic and other tactical sighting systems are also permitted. Laser sighting systems are prohibited. Tactical Front Rest – detachable and collapsible (folding) tactical style front bipod of the “Harris-type”; or, separate soft roll or soft front bag of the type and design commonly used in military/police “field-expedient applications” are permitted. Mechanical/machine front rests and non-collapsible and/or mechanically adjustable bipods of the types(s) otherwise legal in F-Class competition are prohibited. A field-expedient front rest consisting of a backpack or range bag may be substituted, but only one such item may be used. Tactical Rear Rest – Use of a soft roll or soft rear bag without “ears” is permitted but not required. Field-expedient rear rests consisting of one backpack or one or more items of clothing may be used.”
So, come out and enjoy a shooting event with equipment you likely already have, shooting alongside others shooting very similar equipment, and have fun shooting with your AR-style rifle at targets 300 and 600 yards away.
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Upcoming Matches:  The following indoor matches are scheduled:

	2/1-2/25
	Light Rifle Sectional Championship
	Dennis Coulter
	701-213-0238

	2/15/25
	Open 3-Position Smallbore Sectional Championship
	Dennis Coulter
	701-213-0238

	2/16/25
	North Dakota Open 3-Position State Championship
	Dennis Coulter
	701-213-0238

	3/28-29/25
	Open 4-Position Smallbore Sectional Championship
	Dennis Coulter
	701-213-0238

	3/30/25
	North Dakota Open 4-Position State Championship
	Dennis Coulter
	701-213-0238

	4/12/25
	Red River Valley Championship 
	Dennis Coulter
	701-213-0238

	4/26/25
	Approved Light Rifle Match
	Tom Reiten
	701-739-1988

	4/27/25
	Approved Smallbore Conventional Handgun Match
	Tom Reiten
	701-739-1988


It is not too early to start thinking about the summer leagues and matches.  For current updates on range dates and club activities and dates for the remainder of the year, check the calendar on the club website <forksrifleclub.org>.
Next Newsletter:  The next newsletter will be posted to <forksrifleclub.org> website on April 15, 2025.  Those requesting copies by USPS mail will receive them during April.
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