FORKS RIFLE CLUB NEWSLETTER
PO Box 14842

Grand Forks, ND  58208-4842

August 2021
Forks Friends of NRA Banquet

Thursday, August 19, 2021

Alerus Center
Support the Forks Friends of NRA.  No organization or entity has done more for the Forks Rifle Club than the Friends of NRA. Grants from the Foundation have been a major source of revenue for the range facilities and equipment for the junior marksmanship program.  Without the Friends of NRA fund raising events, the Forks Rifle Club W. G. Coulter Range would not exist as you know it.  Come on out and join other supporters of the Second Amendment for an enjoyable evening.  The doors open at 5:30 pm and the banquets starts at 6:00 pm. For more information and tickets contact Rick Kraft at 218-779-0666.
Newsletters Posted to Website.  Newsletters will continue to be mailed to those members who requested mailings.  Other members can access the newsletter on the website <forksrifleclub.org>.  

New Feature. Starting with this issue we are going to try to include articles on areas of interest in addition to club information.  This issue features an article by Joseph Vacek, a Forks Rifle Club life member and an attorney.  The article addresses issues of using a firearm in self defense.  
Mowing Schedule.  With the lack of rain this summer, keeping the range mowed has not been the challenge it usually is.  However, the volunteers doing the mowing are following the plan developed last year.  Mowing on the west side of the range will be done on Mondays from 7:00 to 11:00 am.  Mowing on the east side of the range will be done on Wednesdays from 7:00 to 11:00 am.  This means that on Wednesdays from 7:00 to 11:00 am the sighting-in-range will be available out to 200 yards.  Anytime you are planning a trip to the range, it is a good idea to check the calendar on the website before driving out.  Even that is no guarantee, since you are sharing the facilities with some 500 other members.
No Shotshells on Sighting-in-Range.  Due to the damage caused to target frames, shotshells may not be fired on the sighting-in-range.  Shotguns firing slugs may still be fired on the range at appropriate targets.
Hanging Paper Targets.  When hanging paper targets on the target frames, please do not place the target right up against the wooden target frame or over the steel posts supporting the pallet target frames at 100 and 200 yards.  This lessens the chance of hitting the wood frame or post.
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Inappropriate Targets.  Periodically, someone shoots inappropriate targets on the range. These have included: ripe fruit, cans, jugs, clay pigeon on sighting-in-range, cement blocks, bricks, and recently a bowling ball.  They make for entertaining television but have no place on the Forks Rifle Club Range.  Unless installed on the range (such as the swingers in the tractor tires on the sighting-in-range or the steel silhouette targets on the silhouette range), members are expected to shoot at paper targets that are properly lined up with an earthen backstop.
Range Use:  The Forks Rifle Club shooting facility is to be used by members only.  The combination is not to be given to non-members as they are not covered by our insurance and will be treated as trespassers.  Non-members and non-member guests may not shoot firearms on the range unless participating in organized matches or leagues.  Lock the gate after entering or leaving unless there is an organized league, match or meeting taking place.  In this case, the gate will be chained open.   
SELF DEFENSE

by Joe Vacek, Attorney-at-Law (July 9, 2021)
Over the course of the last year, many citizens have made the decision to arm themselves for self-defense purposes. This short article will discuss the legal issues surrounding that decision. While I am a lawyer in North Dakota, I’m not your lawyer, so you can’t rely upon this article as your own personal legal advice. With that disclaimer, let’s start with the general legal principle of self defense: You always have the right to protect yourself from others wishing to do you harm. This is the law in every state, but some states attach certain requirements to your self-defense response, which we’ll discuss later. First, the most important principle of self defense to keep in mind is that it must be reasonable. That means a lethal threat may be countered with lethal force, but a non-lethal threat may only be countered with non-lethal force. The easiest way to make that distinction is to think about the result, and not the particular weapon: If someone threatens you and their words, actions, and any weapons add up to a lethal threat, you may respond in kind. 
For example, if you are filling your car at a gas station at night, your children are asleep in the back seat, and someone rapidly approaches you holding what appears to be a knife and is demanding you to give them the keys to your car, you could reasonably assume they wish to do you or your children lethal harm. On the other hand, if someone says threatening things to you but is not close enough to harm you, or they aren’t in possession of a weapon, your analysis changes: If you are pumping gas at night, and the person yelling threatening things at you appears to be intoxicated and is standing still in one place several car lanes away, that’s probably not a lethal threat. The difficult part here is not in identifying the extremes, it’s determining--usually in a split second with little information--whether behavior in between those examples constitutes a lethal threat. Perhaps you are pumping gas at night and someone rapidly approaches without saying anything, with their hands in their pockets. Without any additional information some of you may perceive that as a potential lethal threat and some of you may not.
In some instances, your perception of a threat might be mistaken. Perhaps you misinterpreted a non-lethal threat as a lethal threat because it was dark, for example. You could argue your mistaken use of lethal force was reasonable given the circumstances, and if the evidence showed you indeed made a reasonable mistake your actions would likely be found to be reasonable, even though they were based on a misinterpretation. As you can imagine, determining 
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what exactly happened in a self defense situation is not easy.  Some state legislatures have addressed that problem by requiring citizens to retreat first before using lethal force in an attempt 
to reduce the mistaken lethal threat problem. North Dakota used to require retreat when not in your home, but the most recent legislative session changed that, and as of August 1, 2021, there is no longer any duty to retreat before the use of lethal force. This was titled as the “stand your ground” bill and allows the use of deadly force without first retreating, both inside and outside your home, to prevent a violent felony (i.e. a lethal threat) in public or anywhere else you are legally allowed to be. 

Carrying a firearm for personal protection in North Dakota is allowed both under the 2nd Amendment of the US Constitution and Title 62.1 of the ND Century Code, which governs both “constitutional carry” and licensed concealed carry.  Generally, anyone who is not otherwise prohibited from possessing a firearm, such as a convicted felon, can lawfully do so in most circumstances. However, there are still some limits here. Your constitutional rights are not unlimited. The best way to think about this is the classic example of “my right to swing my fist ends at your face.” That means I am free to exercise my constitutional rights up to the point where they interfere with yours. In another context--free speech--I am also limited in my rights. I would not be able to publish a defamatory article about you in this newsletter and hide behind the 1st Amendment. You could sue me for the harm I caused you, and I could be prosecuted for criminal
defamation as well. Similarly, under the 2nd amendment, your right to bear arms can be limited by regulations such as no fully automatic weapons, no possession of weapons by convicted felons, no carrying weapons in certain places like schools or churches, etc. The edges of what are reasonable limits to the 2nd amendment are not yet fully developed, simply because no one had litigated it until about 10 years ago, in the DC v. Heller case. You can find all kinds of opinions on what is reasonable or not in terms of 2nd amendment limits in the media and online, and whatever your viewpoint is, please keep in mind that the law must balance your own individual rights under the 2nd amendment with everyone else’s individual rights under the constitution. 
So my right to swing my fist--to carry and use a firearm in self defense--must be balanced by your right to not be harmed--your 5th amendment right to life and due process. If you were hoping for a simple, straightforward analysis here, I’m afraid I can’t provide that. The decision to carry and use a firearm in self defense is a weighty one, and requires a necessarily complex and sober assessment of the balance of all citizens’--yours and others’--rights. On the one hand, justice must allow you to protect your own life and the lives of those around you, but on the other hand a mistake--even a reasonable one--can result in an unjust taking of a life, with consequent criminal and civil penalties.
If you have made the decision to carry a firearm in self defense, I implore you to review from time to time the North Dakota Century Code provisions and ND Attorney General’s guidance for self defense and concealed carry, and keep up with new 2nd amendment cases. Accept that this area of the law is relatively undeveloped and, should you need to use a firearm for self defense, you most probably will end up involved in both a criminal and civil proceeding, even if your use of lethal force was thoroughly justified. There are defense insurance products for sale, but I can neither recommend nor discourage them because of the lack of cases determining the limits of their validity. Finally, you are certainly welcome to ask me for a legal opinion, but I must be honest with you that there may not be a clear answer, because of the lack of cases. In my practical opinion, the best plan is to be familiar with the law as it is and act reasonably. And of course the best adage may be this old but still useful one: “The best way to win a gunfight is to not be there.”
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Junior Program:  The junior indoor program will get underway the first week in October.  The junior program is scheduled on Tuesday and Thursday nights.  Check the calendar on the website for specifics. Thanks to grants from The NRA Foundation (Friends of NRA Events), the club has first class equipment, including firearms, shooting coats, gloves, shooting mats, kneeling rolls, spotting scopes, and offhand stands for the juniors to use.  Steve Martin is in charge of the junior program and can be reached at 218-779-7497.
Upcoming Activities:

Aug. 21st :
ND State As-Issued Vintage Bolt Rifle Championship; ND State M1 Carbine Championship; ND As-Issued Vintage Sniper Rifle Championship.

Aug. 28th:
Service Rifle “LEG” Match; ND State John C. Garand Championship.


Aug. 29th:
ND State High Power Rifle Championship.
Sep. 18th:
John Bonnet WWI Memorial Match, a vintage rifle match utilizing World War I era rifles.
Oct. 2nd:
The “Frosty Barrel”, the last approved midrange prone match of the season.

Oct. 9th:
 World War II Memorial Match, a vintage rifle match utilizing World War II era rifles.
Oct: 24th:
Sighting-In-Day, sighting-in-range is open to public under club supervision from 10:00 am to 4:00pm.

Nov. 17th:
Annual Meeting
Dec.  4th:
Winter vintage sniper match.

Dec. 11th:
Approved 4-Position smallbore match.
